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MR.GEORGE PENNIMAN, BAY CITY,MICHIGAX.
INTERVIEWED BY
WM. WAXEHAM AND RICHARD RATHRUN,

AUGUST 28,1894,

(Has guite & large fish establishment on
the river in the lower part of Ray City.
Ships large gquantities of fish, Is one of

the partners of Trumpour of Mackinaw City).

I have been hera 21 years. There is no
question but what our lake fisheries need
more protection than they have at present.

In Saginaw Bay the fisheries are pound nﬁr
principally. e

Cill netting has been earried ont;ut very
little, and that only as an experiment, whieh
did not prove a paying one. There is a
little gill netting under the ice here in
the winter, in February and Mareh, but it

does not amount teo mueh. They just get a
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few herring, perch and mullets,
S

They use fyke nets in the bay, but not
with wings, They are set with hearts and
leaders the sume as pound nets, and also
in the river they are ithe same. I do not
know of a single fyke net that is fished
with wings, and I brought the firsy fyke
net into this country, that was ever seen
here. The way they do it they have an out=-
gide tumnel that comes up to the top of the
water, and they can take a fyke net that is
not over 5 feet in diameter and fish it in
15 feet of water, py having this tumel that
comes up to the top.of the water and pgoes
down to the first hoop. The fish cannot es-
cape it after they are once in the heart,
unless they back out, We have always foumd
that the more tunnels the more fish. The
leaders are from 5 to 15 rods long. .Thay
st them in a string. The tumel has to be

as long as the water is deep. In the bay-
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ous and the mouths of rivers and creeks they
fish a good many of them. In the bay they
fish probably 100 of these nets. This
fishing is only in the winter under the ice,
but occasionally you will find & pound net
man with one on his pound net under the lead
I have geen pickerel spesred in 2 feet of
water here in the spring. They come up to
-
spawn in the sgpring. The fish lead toward
the shore in the spring when they are spawn-

————.

cateh is principally perch, suckers, mullets
and shovel-nosed pickerel. This way of 4
tarﬁing pike pickerel and pickerel pike is
original in this couhtry. There is no

other country around the lakes where they
have it the same as they have it here. What
they eall Sapinaw pickerel are gillQded

Pike and what they ceall pike are pickerel.

s

The fyke nets are not fished in the sum=
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Along in Pebruary and sometimes séard'x,‘
when we get some thaws the snow water from
the woods runs off into the bay in streaks,
and wherever the fish are laying through the
winter they are attracted by thig sherc wae-
ter and they work up, The first run are
mostly small ﬁch that come early; then from
the 5th to the 1l0th of April the spawners
commence to ecoms up, and they all head up
towarde the head of the bhay, and after de-
positing their eggs on the shore they grad-
ually work off the same way they c¢eme in, add
after the 30th of April the spawners have
about all left the head of the bay, and then
the nets that are set further down begin to
cateh them, that is pound nets. They get
thelr run, and then the nets & little furth-

er down get theirs, until they get to the

east end west points of the bay, and there
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they get the last receptiomn aboui. June 20th.
After that time they are esaught beyond Vest
S8and Pcint, between West Sand Point and
Yhitestone Point, as far as Tawas, and also
at Bayport and Caseville. I had fish from
Raypert I think it was July 20, iast, I had
one load from Caseville about the last of July.
They do not spawn under the ige if the riv-
ers are open, bui will go up in the rivers
to spawn, = They will come before the ige is
out. After July they are caught at Port
Hﬁmn, through August. In the fall there
are very few piekerel gome up; not hardly
enough teo pey the figshermen to fish, and if
it was not for the herring iy would not pay
then at all. The fall run is mostly small
fish, and is very light.

It is about 8 years since thers has been
any seining on the Saginaw River or bay.

They used to seine at T bice, Saganin and
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Pine rivers and Point Lookout. The seining
is done for pickerel in the spring. I nev-
er knew of any seining being done in the
fall, They seine when the pickerel are
spawvning on the sore, Ye would also catch
sturceeon, pike, and occcasionally a whitefish
shen seining, but the principal thing was
the pickersl, On the ahére we used very
shallow seines, but very long, so we used

a grocers® barrel for a ecapsian. The
seines used to be from 40 or 80 rods long.
For the bap we generally used about 3 1=2
inch mesh, but for the river ihere was a
smaller mesh ussd. I thiink probably the
bactk was & smal ler mesh. I never did any bay
seining, but run some pretiy large seines in

the mouth of the river fur a good many years

s

There has been no commercial hook and
line fidhing, except for the hard iimes last

fall, a good many were out catching them for
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the table. There is eonsiderable sport
fishing. They fish for blaeck bass, straw=-
beryy bass, calico and roek bass--all kinds
of bass. They are generally caught around
where there is sawdust on the bottom, ex-
cept the black bass. We catch the sunfish
and those kind of bass around these mills
where there is sawdust on the bottom and
they 1ike it.

They fish ec¢lear up to the head of the Z‘;"“‘
tributaries of Saginaw River, Th&y‘use
pound nets something over 20 miles up fram
the mouth of the river. They use a good
many Pyke nets in the river also. They
have a State lew here that allows them to
get in the river until the first of November
Cannot set in the spring until after the
first of April. The first cateh is perch,

suckers or mullet in November in the river,

and that cont inues until January when we
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begin to catch a few small pickerel; and if
there is a eurrent in the river in larch
they will cateh some larger pickerel up to
the first of April, If no current, then no
riekerel. I think the close season ;aa
made beeause these fellows would commence
about this time, and these pereh and suckers
are just coming up now, end they go up erd
fish up in these marshes and bayous, and
these fellows will set to get this run that
is coming in, and they will pen those fish
up, and in this river and the Quannakissee
River there were 100 tons destroyed every
fall. Of course there was no mearket, that
ig the reason they let them waste. lLake
Erie gets & larre amount of those figh and
they are 2 a bbl. in the market, and these
fidy lay here and rot. I think the law

here in the river is 2l1ll right and it is

too bad it was not a month later. The se
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fish are a2 small class of fish. These men
who eet in the bay in September get a nice
class of fish, awd they ean hardly dispose
of them, and have to sell them for 20 cents
@ 100, and these fellows pen up the fish and
let them rot and pellute ithe waler.,

. The pickerel do not vary but a very few
days in spawning. They generally get ihe
first run from the Hth to vhe 10th. Their
spawn in the first run is a litile hard. I
have noticed their gprawn in the boat s some-
times about April 20,

Vhen I first came here a man who had one

pound net eould get all the figsh he ecould

handle. There were very few shipped fresh.
A man who had 3 nete was a big fisherman, but
unless a man has a dozen now he is not in it
The old round pound has heen done away with
a pood many years; the old fashioned one.

The pounds used here are the short tunnel
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pounds. We have a fine and coarse mesh

in the State of Michigan. The laew requires
that pounds shall not be less than 2 1-2
inch mesh, hearts not less than 4 and lead-
ers not less than 5 inch. That is for the
bay. This mesh law just applies to Saginaw
Ray and River, The game warden last winter
took quite a good many nets that were too
small. A net will shrink about 1l=4 inch.

A 2 1-2 inch after it is tarred is about

2 1-4 inch,

The pound nets &re put in the bay as soom
as the ice gets out. I remember one secason
the nets were set in the bay March 28, and
one season they were not in until May 2.

The average would be about April 15. They
are kept in until the run of pickerel begins
to leave the shore. Yhen the pickerel are
out they take the nets up. They would take

them out in the head of the bay earlier than
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they would out further. The number of
stakes driven' in the bay would not indicate
the number of-pouna nets set, In the fall
the first nets are driven &t the outside
grounds. The grounds we drive last in the
spring we dz;ive first in the fall end catch
the fish coming up. Quite & number of
erews are driving now, and will get their
nets in earl} in September. They are drive
ing now at Little Charity, Rig Charity and
Sand Point, md some at Tawas.

In the fall the nearest fishing to the
mouth of the river is about 3 mileu.. In
the fall they do not set 80 near the river
as they do in the épring. At a place
called Tabico is about as near to the mouth
of the river as they set them in the fall.
The principal catch is herring and the her-

ring do not go as near the river as they

used to years ago. They do not set the netg
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near the mouth 6f the river until the laiter
part of September, Those nets are kept in
until about Yovember 25, when they begin to
pull them out. They do not fish into De-
cember, Two years ago I had to send out
tugs to pet some of my nets., : FRRLI
i benwiy
The catch here in the bayﬁia prineipally
herring in the fall, There are not a great
many herring taken here in the spring. The
water is generally too dirty for herring.
There are quite a number of streams empty
into the bay. The eatch in the fall des -
pends uron the condition of the water, and
if this dry weather ¢ont1nues that we have
had there will be a large catch of herring
in the fall, as the water is very clear up
in the river, but if we have heavy rains in
September and October it will meke a great
difference with the catch, Our heaviest

run of herring comes in the fore part of
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Novembhker,

Ve get fair fishing in October,

but the herring do not came on much until

the middle of QOctober,

ring come in here §o spawn,

I think the her=-

They spawn at

the game time that the whitefish do I think,

but I never paid particular attention to it,

The reason the herring are caught more in

the fore part of November is that the fish-

ermen begin %o pull their nets the lsttier

part of the month.

.

The CGillingham Bros., at Bayport have GOA

nets, and they run as high as 20 in & string

off toward Rig Charity I:land.

are owned by individual fishermen mostly.

The pounds

There are very few firme that own their own

twine.

The herring rage in size on an average

about 1«2 1bh, each.

ie a peetty good sized herring.

‘ring in the fall are good sized.

A half pound herring

Qur her-

—

0f course
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there are snsall herring among thenm, The
most of the snall herring go through the
meshes of the nets. A herting about 4 or
5 inches long would go throfagh the meshes.
We cen merkei herring as small as 6 inches.
Qur herring esre prineipally nl‘ulted.
¥e have no merket for fresh herring, except
for & few tons of foozen herring. We ship
them out where they consume them, Lak e
Erie has good Pacilities for shipping.
They load ther herring into refrigerator
cars which put them inte New York in good
time, I think there are sbout 10,000 half
berrels of herring salted in this bay ewvery
rall. A half herrel runs about 100 1bs.,
but generally they will overrun, The first
brine the moisture of the fish dissolves
the salt. Ye just dry salt them and they
make their own piskle. The wholesale deal-

ers prefer to buy thesn in that shape as they
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repack them in packages of 10 1lbs. up. I
put out about 5,000 kegs of salt fish every
spring. In salting herring we wash them
gfter they are split, I presume 2-3 of
our herrins are scld for family whitefish.
Herring have no particular movement in
the bay. The trouble with the water in
this bay is it is too shallow and gets too
warm and it drives everything out in the
summer, and the herring do not come on until
we get some frost to ¢ool the water, and
then they cone in swarms. e
There are not whitefish enough taken in
Sagineaw Bay to =muprly the home markets.
They will not be taken within 5 miles of the
mouth of the river. Sometimes & man will
get 100 lbs. and sometimes not any. They
get some nice lifts late at the mouth of the

bay. They are not & good firm fish like

‘the upper litu"ﬁdt, but seem to be soft and
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cannot stand transportation. Ve always ges

a few whitefish with the herring. They
run with the herring some. ¥e get a few in
the spring, in June and the latter part of
May. We et than in the fall, in the lat-
ter part of October when the herring comé on
We get the biggest catehes in the fall, but
the whitefish are getting very scarce. I
have never fished nuch around the mouth of
the hay &nd cannot say whether they spawn
there or not. Whitefish were plenty when
I first came here,. Thel r decrease has been
gradual. It seoms te be a general decrease
bui I do not know as they are any smaller
in size.

There are abou. 15 different varieties of
fish caught here during the year, We do
not get the sauger here, except once in a
There ere 2 species of

while a stray one.

bass. There is the bdblack bass =mnd Oswego
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bass, Some call them green or mud bass.
They are around the bayous &nd rivers and
are not a native of the lake at all, The
deep water bass has decreased. There is no
use of proteet ing the black hass for the
hbenefit of the sportsmen in the bay. Ve
ret Batfishes, and they are qguite plenty in
the bay. We only get one kind in the bay.
The little catfish that come in the river
we ecall the channel ecet. They are very
small. wWe ret the large catfish in the bay
Silver esls are getiing to be guite plenty
here also. They were planted hers a number
of years ago; I think & or § years ago. I
have not seen any eels here less than 30 in-
ches long. They have increased in mumbers
here and they are bhreeding very fast. I
weighed one on our scales this spring that
weighed 5 1bs. There is no way of catching

the small ones that I know of, otherwise the
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emall ones might be eaught. LR
Thé sturgeon 2re diminishing very fast.
There is & way they could be saved--gimply
stop estching them in the spawming season.
If & man catches one full of egcs let him
throw it overboard. We 2o not handle to
exceed 100 sturgeon a year, Ve used ta

handle them by the thousand. I think they

have decrecased more then any other fish., A

‘sturgeon now will bring something like $5,

eggs end all. I have s0l1d hundreds of them

e

for 10 ecents apiece. I do not think stur-
geon will destroy as much spawn &s one of
these suckers. The suekers follow the
whitefish and pickerel up al}] the time.
There are deasons that we have got white
bass and then they have disappeared again.
I think 5 or 6 years ago we had quite & run
of them, and have not got any since, There

are quite a few sheepshead here, Ve are
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beginning to sell them to Jews in Wew York
now, I do not think I have seen half a
dozen lewyers in as many jears, We get the
dog fish sometimes, where there are fyke
nets fished. :

We do not get many shovel-nosed pike, and
they are on the descrease in these waters.
The maskinonge are almost all gone. They
used to be quite plenty here, We got one
onee weighing 42 lbs. Our people in Mich=

igan seem to like the large pike as well as

the maskinonge.

The lake trout do not caome up into the
bay. What few are caught are taken around
the mouth of the bay, at Sand Point and the
Charities. lLate in the fall they get quite
a few there and there sre quite a few speared
in the winter out sround the Charities. The

irout were néver ahundant here that I know

of. ; O
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We got the German carp here once and no
one knew what it was. They are getting
lots of those carp over in the Illinois Riv-
er, Ve get any quantity of suckers. They
are here all the time exeept through the
summer months,. There are a few coming in
now with the perch. They are with us until
summer time, and then they are around again
in the fall. “e never get any speckled .
trout in the bay. They have plenty in the
tributaries of the Aux Gris, Rifle and Pine
rivers, but native trout are not in them.

I have seen quite a number of moon-eyes
here, but they are not used at all.

et no menominee whitefish in the bay to
amount to en®thing. Ve eall them pilot
fish here because thev are supposed to pilot
the schools of other fisgh, They come with
the whitefish sometimes. Ve do not get the

blue fing or long jew in the bay.

Our white fish here are very light in
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color, and the meat is not haerd and firm.

Have never beéen troubled with explosives
here., R

The offal is all supposed to be buried on
the shore. There has never bheen any trouble
with it, We do not want it in the water.
When I fished at the mouth of the Saginaw I
would not allow them to throw even perch
skins in the water,

Have never had trouble from the refuse of
gaw mills in the bay. Sawdust has not
troubled us any. There are no mills on
Saginaw Bay until ‘you get outside. I think
sawdist has interfered with fishing at the
mouth of the river as far as whitefish and
herring are concerned. The& b&rn all their
sawdust now, I do not think there is any
bad bottom in the‘bay caused by slabs or

anything of that kind. °~ The slebs are all

eongumed at the mills. They used to run
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the hearts of the logs in the water, but
they would fleoat and eventually be _waeho@
on shore,. The plasce where they used to
put slabs in the lake a good many years ago
wag at Port Crescent this side of Port Aus-
tin, but that has all been done away with.
We do not have any particular trouble

with the bark of the logs that are rafted

3 X

‘in here, but sometimes have trouble from the
logs by the raft going to pieces during
storms. There is not much raft towing
after September, however, as they generally
try to get the logs over before that time.
The bark is pretty well off the logs before
““they reach the bay, egpecially if they have
heavy weather,
The city sewape does harm to the nets in
é ! the winter. T do not think it makes much
. difference with the shovel-nosed pickerel,

‘a8 we find them around outhouses oOn tiia
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dock s. The dredgeg,l think, take the sand
and dirt they dredge up off east in the lake

Fish have never been taken for rertili-_—
zing purposes in the bay, but they have in
the river, I do not know as they were
taken on purpose, but they were anall fieh,
too small for merket, I think a year age
last winter a number of loads were sent up
to the fertilizer, Fish would not be
caurht purpesely for fertilizers, however,

I do not think the existing laws are ever
enforced to amount to mueh, I think the
laws are all right in regard to mesh, but
they are not enforeced properly. I think
they @ould have a law stating the siz? of
the Tish that should be taken from the water
I think that is preferable to having the
mesh regulated, and would fine a man for

having an undersized fieh in his possession.

I would have pickerel 1 1b, round and white-



wettf
Sap”

275

fish 1 1b, dressed. [

I sould say that the sturgeon in the
spring with eggs in should be put baek in
the water alive in the same eondition they
were taken out, and, in faect, it is not
nec egsary to take them out of the pound net,
as you can throw them right over the net and
let them go. They take the sturgeon eggs
about June I think,. The sturgeon cateh is
almost nothing and of course they will show
an increase slowly as they are a figh that
tekes a good many years to mature.

I have always had an idea that after
pickerel and whitefish were a year old they
gatm about 1 1lb. a year,

(Whitefish at & year old will run from 5
to 7 inches in eonﬁnmmi, and 2 years olff
they will run from 7 to 14 inches and proba-

bly weigh about 8 or 10 ounces; and the fall

%W before they are 3 years old you will get

“
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eggs from them, but not hefore they are 2
years old, A d-year old figh will weigh
from 1 to 1 1-2 lbs. We fet the spawn from
the whitefish the fall before they are 3
years old. I think the age of vhitefish
has more to do with the spawning than the
, sige, I have taken eggs from wild white-
fish that would not weigh over 1 1b, I do
not think confinement would mske any &if-
ference in regard to their spawning. I do
not think the whitefish spawn hefore they
are 5 years old. I d not think the size
has anything to do with spawning. A 3-year
old fish,wild ,may not weigh over 1 11?. and
will have ripe spawn in it, We get eggs
from the brook trout the fall before they
are 2 years' old. Prom the Loch Leven we
get the egres the fall before they are 3
years old and the Von RBRehr the ssme.--Mr.,P,
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The market has noit been erying for lake
trout since last summer, I do not think
the trout are decreasing much on trout
grounds.

Pickerel 1 1b. and over are No.l's.
There are & good many marketed under 1 1lb.
The eastch in the bay in the fall is 4-5 Yo,
2 pickerel.

No.l whitefish are all above 1 1lb.
dressed, but it depends upon the average
size, If we get a good sized run it would
be 1 l-4 lbs, It wuld be better to place
the smallest size at 1 1-2 lbs. If you
Place it at that they might be more partic=
ular about eatching them. If we catch
whitefish under 1 1b, we will put them back.
They ean put them bagk if they are careful.

(In our pond, when we teke whitefish up
in our fine net 1-4 inch mesh, and take

them up just as careful as possible, and
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drop them over in another pond, and not

handle them or anything, and out of 500 I

i
will puarantee there will be from 5 to 10
3 Our fishevmen in this bay eoculd not live
c’é" 'y wp <

for a year if they ceould not cateh herring,
wﬁi and there are not whitefish enough caught
here to amount to anything as this bay has

W never been an important whitefish ground.

. 35

- bery! I used to catech whitefigsh with seines 15
years apgo at the mouth of the river, and now

you ecannot get one within 5 miles of it,

N g W
W put You could throw the pieker®l out without any
trouble as they sare hardy and tough. For a
» pound net for whitefish I would not have

less than 3 1-2 inch mesh, and 4 inch would
be hetter,

. (You take a pound boat and go inside the
pot to lift and when you get in, especially

when it is full, those fish are jusi going
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right round and round. How many small
whitefish do you think would ever get
through a2 3 1-2 inech mesh? The larger the
mesh is, of course, the more would go
through, but it does not seem to me that
very many of those fish would go out of
those meshes. You teke @ 4 or 5 inch pot
and you will catch 8 good many herring.--
Mr.Clark),

(I saw a school of mackerel come in, and
there were no snall meshed seines to be had,
and the men got out thelr salmon nets, 7
inch mesh, and seined the mackerel and got
them; ’abmlzt 80 barrels.--Wakeham),

5“;9 | "‘;ﬂ"’ Seine fishing is the most fﬁiensive fish-

M ing there is., If there are only a few fish
in a coarse mesh net ,those few.will be a very

Wi‘:&. nice size, but if there is a large quantity
in there will be a good many small ones, and

if you dip them up with & dip net you will
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geL some. R

The snallest size sturgeon that should e
tekean should be 5 feet,

I think too many net@ in a atring are
fished in some places in Saginaw 3ay. I do
not know as you could getl strings much c¢lo=-
ser topether, Those nets that run out from
North Island over to Big Charity hurt the
fishing more than the others. Some of
those strings are 5 miles long. I would
not have over 7 or 8 pots in & siring.

There are a loi of fishermen who are too

poor and cawmot afford to fish 80 many pots
and they get cut off. The leaders are
usually from 60 to 100 reods each. The in-
gside leaders are longer than the outside
ones, I think they should limit theé length
of the leaders. Through the bay the strings

range from a little less then 1-2 mile, to

1l 1-2 miles, I do not know of 2 strings
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one string on his frontage and the distance

i ]
apart depends upon the length of his front-
age, There are about 300 EES, fisghed in-
N,

side the hay,

JUE———

The fyke nete only teke the cheap class

byl | . -

. of fish. I think the perch have plenty of

sk

protection under the new law, Hothing less
than 4 o0z, perch shall bhe taken, and any-
thing smaller than that shall he put baek
immediately in as pgood eondition as when
tak en out,

Mo The herring do not need emy protection;
they ae just as sbundant as they ever were,
I wuld not limit the size as the snsall ones
are not worth anything either fresh or

(,M/ salted, The small ones go through the
mesghes generally.

7 w,z] I think 1f they had fewer nets snd had

yaMhen further apart the cateh would he just

i
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as good, Oftentimes one men will get a

: string of nets to shy the fish away from
]
his neighbor.
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